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facility, increased local supply development, levee improvements and south of Delta storage.  In 
March, the Water Authority invited the following Bay-Delta stakeholders to share their perspectives 
and viewpoints on the BDCP and the portfolio-based alternative: 
 

 California Department of Water Resources Deputy Director Paul Helliker; 
 Natural Resources Defense Council Senior Policy Analyst Barry Nelson; 
 California Farm Water Coalition Executive Director Mike Wade; and 
 Alameda County Water District General Manager Walt Wadlow.  

 
The Natural Resources Agency recently released its latest draft BDCP in three parts for review in 
advance of a formal public comment period.  Earlier this month, Gov Brown’s office issued a 
press release stating that the state and the Obama administration had agreed to release the draft 
BDCP and accompanying environmental documents for formal public review and comments on 
October 1, 2013. The first four chapters of the advance draft, released on March 14, focused on 
the introduction of the BDCP effort, existing ecological conditions, the BDCP conservation 
strategy and covered state and federal actions. Chapters 5, 6 and 7, released on March 27, 
covered the effects analysis, implementation of the plan, and the implementation structure, which 
included public outreach efforts.  The final five chapters were scheduled to be released earlier 
this month, but have been delayed, will focus on the costs and funding sources, alternatives, and 
integration of science.  With the roll out of this latest draft BDCP, the state has begun a 
comprehensive outreach program and Katz and Associates has been retained as the state-level 
management team that is augmented by regional liaison teams.  The Southern California Water 
Committee has been contracted as the southern California regional liaison.  In addition, Andrew 
Poat has been retained as the liaison for the San Diego region.  
 
As part of the outreach effort, Natural Resources Agency Deputy Secretary Gerald Meral asked 
for an opportunity to discuss elements of the BDCP with the Water Authority board.  Dr. Meral 
is scheduled to address the board at the Water Authority’s May Imported Water Committee 
meeting. 
 
Prepared by: Debbie S. Discar-Espe, Senior Water Resources Specialist    
Reviewed by: Amy I. Chen, MWD Program Director 
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