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SDCWA SUBREGIONAL NATURAL COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PLAN/HABITAT 
CONSERVATION PLAN (NCCP/HCP) DRAFT EIR/EIS 
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR/EIS 

 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) for 
the Draft Subregional Natural Community Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan 
(NCCP/HCP) was circulated for a public review beginning on March 4, 2010, and ending 
June 3, 2010. Notice for this Draft EIR/EIS was published in The San Diego Union-
Tribune and North County Times in San Diego County, The Press-Enterprise in 
Riverside County, and distributed to a list of agencies and interested parties. In addition, 
public hearings were held on March 17 and March 18, 2010. The proof of publication, 
distribution list, and transcripts from the public hearings are included as Attachment 1. 

Seven letters of public comment or public testimony were received in response to the 
public review period for the Draft EIR/EIS for the proposed San Diego County Water 
Authority Subregional NCCP/HCP Project. Comments were received from federal, state, 
and local agencies, and an individual. Responses to comments have been prepared for 
the following entities:   

Document Number  Organization/Commenter   Date 
Federal Agencies 

Comment Letter F-1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region IX June 10, 2010 
Comment Letter F-2 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) July 26, 2010 

State Agencies 
Comment Letter S-1 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 11  March 17, 2010 

Local Agencies and Organizations 
Comment Letter L-1 San Diego Archaeological Society, Inc. March 15, 2010 
Comment Letter L-2 County of San Diego May 28, 2010 
Comment Letter L-3 Best Best & Krieger, LLP June 2, 2010 

Individuals 
Comment Letter I-1 B. Kero March 17, 2010 
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F-1-1: The comment identifies general concerns and requests additional information in 

the Final EIR/EIS with respect to climate change, induced growth, and Clean 
Water Act Section 404. The lead agencies have determined that the analysis in 
the Draft EIR/EIS is appropriate for this scale NCCP/HCP. Detailed responses 
to specific comments are presented in F-1-2 and F-1-3 below. No new impacts 
were identified, but clarifying text has been added to Section 7.2 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS as a result of this comment. 

F-1-1 
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F-1-1 
(Cont.)
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 F-1-2: The comment requests more information on greenhouse gas emissions over 
the 55-year term of the permit and potential climate change effects on Covered 
Species and their habitats. These two issues related to global climate change 
are clarified separately below. 

 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
The actions analyzed in the Draft EIR/EIS include: the Water Authority’s 
adoption of the Plan and IA; the USFWS’s approval of a permit under section 
10 of the federal ESA; and CDFG’s issuance of an incidental take authorization 
under Section 2835 of the NCCPA.  As discussed in Section 7.2 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS, climate change was determined to be not significant for all of the 
alternatives since the described future Water Authority activities will occur 
whether the NCCP/HCP is approved or not. Sources of potential air pollution 
with the potential to affect air quality and global climate change would be the 
same under all the alternatives, including the No Action/No Permit Alternative. 
The Draft EIR/EIS concludes the proposed action would not contribute 
substantial emissions of greenhouse gases, nor directly or adversely affect 
global climate change. This level of analysis is sufficient for the proposed 
action. Covered Activities may be required to undergo subsequent 
environmental review and approvals under CEQA (and in some cases NEPA), 
at which time potential air quality/climate change impacts by Covered Activities 
would be determined and mitigation provided when required. Additional 
clarifying text has been added to Section 7.2 of the EIR/EIS. 
 
The most recent draft CEQ guidance (75 Fed. Reg. 8046 [Feb. 23, 2010]) 
advises agencies to conduct an emissions-related NEPA analysis where that 
analysis will provide meaningful information to decision-makers and the public.  
CEQ proposes a reference point of 25,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions per year as a useful indicator that a project may meet the foregoing 
“meaningful” standard; however, the draft guidance also clarifies that the 
25,000 metric tons reference point is neither an absolute standard nor an 
indicator of a level of emissions that may “significantly” affect the quality of the 
human environment.  Examples of actions that may warrant a discussion of 
emissions impacts include approval of a large solid waste landfill, approval of 
energy facilities such as a coal-fired power plant, and authorization of a 
methane-venting coal mine. The draft guidance cautions agencies about 
engaging in speculative analyses or attempting to link a particular project to 
specific climatological changes.  The draft guidance discourages agencies from 
relying on the 25,000 metric tons reference point for use as a measure of 
indirect effects (for example, the growth-inducing impacts of a project), noting 
that such an analysis must be bounded by limits of feasibility in evaluating the 
upstream and downstream effects of federal agency actions.  The guidance 
adheres to NEPA’s “rule of reason,” which ensures that agencies determine 
whether and to what extent to prepare their NEPA analysis based on the 
usefulness of new information to decision-makers and the public. 
 
 

F-1-2 

F-1-3 
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Although it is not possible to provide quantitative information about future 
Covered Activities specific emissions, the primary potential source of long-term 
greenhouse gas emissions would be related to the covered O&M activities 
within the permit area, principally maintenance vehicles.  To help place the 
magnitude of potential O&M emissions in perspective, 25,000 metric tons would 
equate to approximately 12.3 million diesel truck miles per year (10.15 kg 
CO2/gal diesel fuel / 0.2 gal/mi for diesel trucks / 25,000 metric tons/yr 
reference x 1,000 kg/ton = 12,315,271 miles/yr).  The actual historic vehicle 
miles per year associated with proposed Covered O&M activities 
(approximately 1 million miles per year for all Water Authority vehicles) is less 
than 10% of the reference point, or about 2,000 metric tons per year. This text 
was added to the Effects Found Not to be Significant Chapter, Section 7.2 (Air 
Quality/Climate Change) to provide additional clarification. This revision does 
not result in a substantial change to the conclusions of the Draft EIR/S. 
 
Covered Species 
 
With respect to the effects of global climate change on species covered by the 
NCCP/HCP, it is important to recognize the very limited extent and narrow 
linear nature of the PIZ (described as the linear water supply system located 
along or close to the Water Authority’s rights-of-way and other infrastructure 
where most of the Covered Activities are expected to occur) and the dispersed 
distribution of the conserved lands.  The Covered Species and habitats 
inhabiting these relatively small land areas could be affected by climate change 
through such things as a rise in temperature, increases in the intensity or 
frequency of flood events, wildfires, or periods of reduced precipitation. 
Although climate change models indicate that southern California may show 
appreciable warming, the Draft EIR/EIS concludes that it is difficult to predict 
the specific effects of climate change, and this is particularly true for species-
specific effects. Because of this uncertainty, potential impacts of climate 
change on the Covered Species is not specifically analyzed in this regional 
conservation plan; however, as discussed in Section 2.3.2.10 and Appendix B 
(Sections 6.12.3 and 8.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS), the Water Authority’s Plan 
incorporates an adaptive management program and Changed Circumstances 
process to deal with the changes and variability of natural systems as they 
arise. Specifically, the Draft NCCP/HCP outlines a strategy and guidelines that 
govern any management changes necessary to ensure the long-term protection 
and conservation of Covered Species or their habitats, including potential 
impacts that may result from climate change.   
 
Adaptive management activities that are necessary to address the effects of 
climate change on Covered Species will be coordinated with the Resource 
Agencies in the context of the regional needs of these species and in concert 
with the other larger scale conservation plans that are either in place or nearing 
completion. The Water Authority Plan is a very small part of the larger, regional 
scale conservation effort within San Diego and Riverside Counties.  While this 
Plan contributes an appropriate share of conservation in the regional context, a 
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long-term response to climate change will depend upon coordinated actions 
taken by all NCCP/HCP Plans comprising the large-scale regional reserve 
system. Therefore, the scope and scale of actions proposed in the Draft 
NCCP/HCP and the level of analysis of climate change in the Draft EIR/EIS is 
appropriate. No additional changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result 
of this comment. 
 

F-1-3: As discussed in Section 5.1.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the issue of potential direct 
and indirect growth inducing effects and any associated physical impacts on the 
environment was addressed in the Water Authority 2003 Regional Water 
Facilities Master Plan Final EIR, which has been incorporated by reference and 
is available for review at the Water Authority office. Section 5.2.1 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS summarizes that document, and concludes that the Plan cannot 
directly affect or foster growth in the surrounding environment. As stated 
throughout the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water Authority would conduct the same 
types of projects and activities under all four alternatives, including the No 
Action/No Project Alternative. Therefore, implementation of the Draft 
NCCP/HCP would not affect the nature of growth under any of the alternatives. 
No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 
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F-1-4: The comment acknowledges the approach to establish a Wetlands Program, 

Vernal Pool Protection Policy, and wetland HMAs as presented in Section 
2.3.2.8.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS. These programs are incorporated into the Draft 
NCCP/HCP as general measures and species-specific conditions to achieve 
no-net-loss of wetlands consistent with existing regulations. The issuance of an 
incidental take permit under section 10 of the ESA covers take of species 
covered by the Plan to the extent that those impacts are incidental to otherwise 
lawful activities, but explicitly does not cover any other environmental effects of 
those activities.  No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this 
comment. 
 
As discussed in Section 1.5.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the NCCP/HCP does not 
alter requirements to obtain federal Clean Water Act permits when necessary. 
However, the measures for wetlands preservation and mitigation in Appendix B 
(Section 6.5) of the Draft EIR/EIS would facilitate future ESA section 7 
consultations conducted pursuant to the Clean Water Act, and will be 
implemented within the Plan Area at the time that planned and future projects 
are undertaken. Any activity covered by the NCCP/HCP that also requires 
review or a permit under the Clean Water Act, including impacts to waters of 
the U.S. or associated wetlands, must be evaluated independently under 
NEPA, and impacts to wetlands and waters of the U.S. would be addressed to 
the standards of the Clean Water Act. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were 
made as a result of this comment. 
 
As discussed in Section 4.1.1.3 of the Draft EIR/EIS, wetlands affected by 
Covered Activities would remain subject to provisions of the Clean Water Act. 
This would be true for all alternatives, including the No Permit/No Project 
Alternative.  As part of the section 404 permitting process, USACE is required 
to consult with USFWS for actions which involve impacts to federally listed 
species.  The Draft EIR/EIS concludes that compliance with the federal and 
state requirements would reduce potential impacts to wetlands from Water 
Authority projects and activities to below a level of significance. No changes to 
the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 

F-1-3 
(Cont.)

F-1-4 
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 F-2-1: The comment requests clarification regarding the method for determining the 
level of significance of cumulative impacts of wetland habitats as required 
under NEPA in the Draft EIR/EIS. As discussed in Section 6.1 of the Draft 
EIR/EIS, NEPA (40 CFR Section 1508.7) provides the definition of cumulative 
impacts as those impacts which can result from individually minor, but 
collectively significant, actions taking place over a period of time. 
 
As stated in Section 6.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, cumulative impacts are defined as 
the impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of the 
action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future 
actions. Specifically, Section 6.3.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS addresses cumulative 
impacts on biological resources, including wetlands. As discussed in Section 
2.3.2.4 of the Draft EIR/EIS, individual Water Authority activities could result in 
unavoidable permanent impacts to wetlands. The Plan Minimization Measures 
presented in Section 2.3.2.7 of the Draft EIR/EIS will assure that impacts to 
wetlands will be minimized.  In addition, the Wetland Protection and Mitigation 
Program described in Section 2.3.2.8.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS is designed to 
protect wetland habitats and associated narrow endemic species, and achieve 
no-net-loss of wetlands.  All these efforts will work towards the goal of 
minimizing impacts to wetlands and watersheds. 
 
Based on the commitment to undertake the minimization and mitigation 
measures noted above, cumulative impacts to wetland habitat, water quality, 
and water resources would be reduced to a level less than significant through 
the Water Authority’s no-net-loss of wetlands approach and contribution to the 
region’s interconnected habitat preserve that will be assembled in combination 
with established mitigation requirements and other regional habitat 
conservation plans, and through the long-term adaptive management of areas 
conserved by these plans.  
 
No new impacts were identified, and no changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were 
made as a result of this comment. 
 

F-2-2: The comment identifies potential inconsistency with the federal wetland habitat 
classifications. The vegetation classification shown in Section 3.2 (Table 3-1) 
and Section 4.1.1.2 (Table 4-6) of the Draft EIR/EIS are consistent with the 
classifications used in NCCP/HCP analyses throughout southern California and 
were selected to provide a simplified and effective implementation mechanism 
for integrating the Water Authority Plan with other plans in the region. The 
USACE California Banking Enabling Instrument template specifically allows for 
the use of habitat nomenclature that is consistent with regional NCCPs or 
HCPs when considering covered species/habitat credits.  The specific 
nomenclature used in the Plan is further clarified in Appendix B (Section 4.2, 
Table 4-2) of the Draft EIR/EIS, which is a crosswalk between various accepted 
classifications of vegetation communities in major NCCP/HCPs.  When 
processing wetland permits with USACE, the Water Authority will provide a 
similar crosswalk with the wetland habitat classification specified by the 

F-2-1 

F-2-2 
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relevant federal or state agency.  
 
As discussed in Section 4.1.1.2 (Table 4.8) of the Draft EIR/EIS, the 
compensatory ratios identified in the Plan are also consistent with those 
developed for other regional conservation planning efforts in San Diego County 
and are intended to specifically address the standards for meeting the 
requirements of the ESA and NCCPA.  However, as discussed in Section 
4.1.1.3 of the Draft EIR/EIS, wetland mitigation for actions covered in the Plan 
would still be subject to any specific regulatory requirements beyond the 
incidental take coverage provided by this Plan.  Impacts to waters or wetlands 
resources regulated by state or federal agencies would be subject to the review 
and analysis with respect to the appropriate permitting standards of those 
agencies, including the determination of alternative compensatory ratios. 
 
No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 
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F-2-3: The comment extends an invitation to the USFWS to participate in the review process of 
the Programmatic General Permit for Covered Projects under the Plan. The USFWS 
appreciates the invitation and will coordinate with USACE as appropriate. No changes to 
the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 

F-2-3 
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S-1-1: The comment acknowledges that there are no significant/adverse direct or 
cumulative impacts to traffic caused by the proposed project or any of the 
proposed alternatives. As discussed in Section 7.11 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the 
proposed alternatives are not expected to directly generate any traffic or result 
in any transportation related issues; however, potential transportation and 
circulation impacts by Covered Activities will be determined during subsequent 
environmental review and approvals at the time that specific design plans are 
available. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this 
comment. 

S-1-2: The comment notes that an encroachment permit would be required for any 
direct or indirect effects of construction in a Caltrans right of way. No changes 
to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 

S-1-1 

S-1-2 
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L-1-1: The comment acknowledges that no impacts to cultural resources were 

identified and no mitigation would be required. As discussed in Section 7.4 of 
the Draft EIR/EIS, none of the proposed alternatives would directly affect 
cultural resources or obstruct or interfere with any existing plans that manage 
regional cultural resources.  In addition, potential cultural resources impacts by 
Covered Activities would be determined at the time that specific design plans 
are available during subsequent environmental review and approvals (including 
consultation under section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act), when 
required. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this 
comment. 

L-1-1 
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L-2-1: The comment encourages coordination among NCCP/HCP plans to maximize 

conservation effectiveness.  As discussed in Section 4.1.1.5 and in Appendix B 
(Sections 3.4 and 6.5) of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water Authority will coordinate 
with the Wildlife Agencies to ensure minimal impacts to other preserve or 
NCCP/HCP Plans as a result of Covered Activities.  No changes to the Draft 
EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 

L-2-1 
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 L-2-2: As discussed in Sections 4.3.1.1 and 4.1.1.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water 
Authority would adhere to provisions of the NCCP/HCP for all Covered 
Activities in the Plan Area, including an evaluation of compatibility with preserve 
and environmentally sensitive lands. This evaluation will occur as part of project 
development and will include early coordination with the Wildlife Agencies to 
identify any specific concerns and potential alternatives. Additionally, as 
discussed in Appendix B (Section 3.4) of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water Authority 
will seek the concurrence of the Wildlife Agencies that a proposed Covered 
Activity is compatible within preserved lands. Standard practices of the Water 
Authority include coordination with the landowner where a project is proposed, 
which would include the County of San Diego when applicable. In addition, 
implementation of the proposed Plan would not relieve the Water Authority of 
the requirement to comply with CEQA. The CEQA process requires the Water 
Authority to evaluate individual proposed projects for conformance with other 
NCCPs or HCPs, and provides a mechanism for public review of proposed 
activities. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this 
comment. 

 
L-2-3: See response to Comment L-2-2. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made 

as a result of this comment. 
 
L-2-4: As discussed in Section 2.1.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water Authority has 

established approximately 1,920 acres as a Preserve Area. These lands are 
geographically distributed to ensure that conservation is provided in 
accordance with the regional nature of the Water Authority’s activities and 
complement existing regional conservation planning efforts by the County, as 
well as others.  Because of the linear nature of regional water delivery systems 
that overlap multiple jurisdictions and plan areas (including the County MSCP), 
the creation of this regional preserve system provides an efficient mechanism 
for the Water Authority to comply with the ESA and NCCPA while also 
contributing to the regional conservation of Covered Species. The Water 
Authority Plan covers the entire western portion of San Diego County; general 
and species-specific measures in the Plan ensure that impacts to any Covered 
Species would be mitigated within San Diego County, thereby achieving the 
goal of adequately conserving and managing conserved species. 
Consequently, it is not necessary to locate mitigation within any specific plan 
area. Also, Section 4.1.1.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS discusses how this Plan 
anticipates coordinating with and achieving compatibility with other plans. No 
changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 
 
As discussed in Appendix B (Section 8.3.1) of the Draft EIR/EIS, if the existing 
Preserve Area does not support the required Covered Species and/or habitat, 
the Plan includes provisions for augmenting available mitigation habitat credits, 
adding to the Preserve Area or other approved preserve lands, or providing 
funds for additional preserve/reserve area acquisitions and/or management that 
supplement existing conservation requirements. The Water Authority may look 
for mitigation lands and/or bank credits within the local jurisdiction, including the 

L-2-1 

(Cont.)

L-2-2 

L-2-3 

L-2-4 

L-2-5 
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County MSCP Plan Area, where the impacts would occur, but this is not a 
requirement in the Draft NCCP/HCP.  No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were 
made as a result of this comment. 
 

L-2-5: As discussed in Appendix B (Section 6.6) of the Draft EIR/EIS, restoration site 
performance criteria and monitoring methods will be developed in consultation 
and concurred with by the Wildlife Agencies.  In addition, as stated in response 
to Comment L-2-2, standard practices used by the Water Authority include 
coordination with the land use agency and landowner where a project is 
proposed. Where the Water Authority proposes a Covered Activity within a 
preserved area and restoration is required, the Water Authority would 
coordinate with the preserve manager. These measures will ensure that the 
Draft NCCP/HCP addresses the concerns of the County as they relate to 
protection of preserve lands. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made as a 
result of this comment. 
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L-2-6: See response to Comment L-2-5. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made 

as a result of this comment. 
 
 
 
L-2-7: See response to Comment L-2-4. No changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were made 

as a result of this comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L-2-8: The text in Section 6.2 (Table 6-1) and Appendix B (Section 3.2.1, Table 3-1, 

and Figure 3-1) of the Draft EIR/EIS has been revised for consistency in 
referencing the County’s MSCP efforts. These revisions do not result in a 
substantial change to the conclusions of the Draft EIR/EIS.   

L-2-6 

L-2-7 

L-2-8 
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L-3-1: The comment requests confirmation of relationship between Water Authority 

Preserve Areas and Joint Water Agencies Partner-owned lands. As discussed 
in Section 2.1.2.1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Water Authority Preserve Area does 
not include any lands owned by the Joint Water Agency Partners (including 
Otay Water District). These lands are described in detail in Appendix B (Section 
6.8) of the Draft EIR/EIS. The Water Authority NCCP/HCP would have no affect 
on the use of Joint Water Agency Partner preserved lands for 
mitigation/conservation under the JWA Plan. In the case of Partner lands which 
fall within a Water Authority easement, implementation of Covered Activities by 
the Water Authority would occur under the Water Authority Plan. Also, Section 
4.1.1.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS discusses how this Plan anticipates coordinating 
with and achieving compatibility with other plans. No changes to the Draft 
EIR/EIS were made as a result of this comment. 

L-3-1 
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L-3-2: The text in Appendix B (Section 3.2.4) of the Draft EIR/EIS has been revised to 

include Otay Water District as a Joint Water Agencies Partner. This revision 
does not result in a substantial change to the conclusions of the Draft EIR/EIS.   
 
The text in Section 6.2 (Table 6-1) and Appendix B (Table 3-1) of the Draft 
EIR/EIS has been revised to list the Otay Water District Subarea Plan under the 
Joint Water Agencies Plan. No further revisions were needed, and these 
changes do not result in a substantial change to the conclusions of the Draft 
EIR/EIS. 

L-3-1 

(Cont.)

L-3-2 
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I-1-1: The comment states opposition to the Plan because it decimates endangered 

species.  However, specific examples to support the comment were not 
provided.  As discussed in Section 1.2.2 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the Plan is 
designed to provide enhanced protections for threatened and endangered 
species and their habitat while allowing for necessary Water Authority activities. 
No new impacts were identified, and no changes to the Draft EIR/EIS were 
made as a result of this comment. 

I-1-1 
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REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT EIR/EIS 

Subsequent to distribution of the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) for the Draft Subregional Natural Community Conservation 
Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) and preparation of responses to comment 
letters, additional minor revisions and editorial changes have been made to the text of 
the Final EIR/EIS.  Specific revisions (text or language changes) made to the Draft 
EIR/EIS are provided below. The changes listed below do not change the conclusions of 
the EIR/EIS. No new significant impacts have been identified. All mitigation requirements 
for impacts remain unchanged and will be implemented as stated in the Final EIR/EIS 
and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.  

The minor revisions and editorial changes are categorized below under three headings: 
Specific Revisions, Global Edits, and Minor Revisions. Specific Revisions to text, tables, 
and figures are called out according to the exact location in the document and are listed 
for any changes where additional clarification or supporting information was warranted. 
Specific Revisions are identified for both the Draft EIR/EIS and the NCCP/HCP which is 
Appendix B to the EIR/EIS. Global Edits refer to repetitive changes such as the numbers 
of Covered Species/Narrow Endemic species covered by the NCCP/HCP were made as 
necessary throughout the EIR/EIS in order to provide consistency of references. Minor 
revisions including typographic errors, page numbering, etc. was also corrected for the 
Final EIR/EIS. All text deletions to the EIR/EIS are shown as strikethrough text and 
revisions/additions are shown as underlined text. 

Specific Revisions 

Draft EIR/EIS 

• Cover Page. A new cover page was added indicating that the EIR/EIS is Volume I. 

• Table of Contents was revised to reference the EIR/EIS as Volume I, appendices to 
the EIR/EIS, including the Draft NCCP/HCP, as Volume II; and the Comments, 
Responses, and Revisions as Volume III. This was done in order to aid in the 
reproduction of the Final EIR/EIS document. 

• Section 1.3.4 Planning Area, Major Amendment Area – Riverside County, was 
revised as follows: 

Because three species (vernal pool fairy shrimp, California Orcutt grass, and Munz’s 
onion) primarily occur within the Riverside County portion of the Plan Area, they 
would require a Major Amendment and have been categorized as Major Amendment 
Species. 
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• Section 2.1.1 Existing Biological Opinions, first bullet, first sentence was revised 
as follows: 

BO (1-6-93-F-28), issued in 1993, addressed impacts to the coastal California 
gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica; gnatcatcher) from 12 CIP projects. These CIP 
projects were, one of which is within the Water Authority rights-of-way on Marine 
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar. 

• 2.3.2.4.1 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Activities, System Regulatory 
Storage, the first sentence of the first paragraph was revised as follows: 

A Flow Regulatory Structure (FRS) is a large buried, partially buried, or above 
ground tank that holds water for storage or to control hydrologic hydraulic functions, 
and is considered a major ancillary facility to the pipeline system. 

• Section 2.3.2.4.2 O&M Activities, Emergency Actions, the following sentence was 
added to the beginning of the section: 

Emergency Actions would not be required to be a Covered Activity by this Plan. 

• Section 4.1.1.2 Effects on Sensitive Habitat, Issue 2, Alternative 1, Significance 
of Impact, second sentence was revised as follows: 

Even without a Permits comprehensive habitat conservation plan, the Water 
Authority would continue to implement projects and O&M activities in areas that may 
affect sensitive natural communities and species. 

• Section 4.1.1.5 Effects on Policies and Plans, Issue 6, the following sentence at 
the end of the second paragraph was removed: 

The Western Riverside County MSHCP does not consider linear utilities as 
conditionally compatible. 

• Section 4.4.1.1 Effects on Services and Utility Infrastructure, Alternative 2: 
Proposed Plan, the following sentence at the end of the paragraph was removed: 

Therefore, Alternative 2 would not result in a service or infrastructure needs. 

• Section 7.2 Air Quality/Climate Change, the following paragraph was added after 
the first paragraph of the section: 

The most recent draft CEQ guidance (75 Fed. Reg. 8046 [Feb. 23, 2010]) advises 
agencies to conduct an emissions-related NEPA analysis where that analysis will 
provide meaningful information to decision-makers and the public.  CEQ proposes a 
reference point of 25,000 metric tons of GHG emissions per year as a useful 
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indicator that a project may meet the foregoing “meaningful” standard.  But the draft 
guidance also clarifies that the 25,000 metric tons reference point is neither an 
absolute standard nor an indicator of a level of emissions that may “significantly” 
affect the quality of the human environment.  Examples of actions that may warrant a 
discussion of emissions impacts include approval of a large solid waste landfill, 
approval of energy facilities such as a coal-fired power plant, and authorization of a 
methane-venting coal mine. The draft guidance cautions agencies about engaging in 
speculative analyses or attempting to link a particular project to specific 
climatological changes.  The draft guidance discourages agencies from relying on 
the 25,000 metric tons reference point for use as a measure of indirect effects (for 
example, the growth-inducing impacts of a project), noting that such an analysis 
must be bounded by limits of feasibility in evaluating the upstream and downstream 
effects of federal agency actions.  The guidance adheres to NEPA’s “rule of reason,” 
which ensures that agencies determine whether and to what extent to prepare their 
NEPA analysis based on the usefulness of new information to decision-makers and 
the public. 

• Section 7.2 Air Quality/Climate Change, the following text was added to third 
paragraph of section: 

Implementation of Water Authority activities under each of the alternatives – 
constructing CIP projects and performing O&M and Preserve Area management – 
would involve the use of vehicles and equipment or activities, such as vegetation 
management (prescribed fire), that produce emissions that have the potential to 
directly affect air quality. Once constructed, most facilities (pipelines, flow regulator 
structures, vents, etc.) produce little or no point source pollutants.  Air quality impacts 
could result from Water Authority vehicles as routine O&M Activities are conducted, 
and from construction vehicle emissions. Air quality impacts resulting from Water 
Authority activities would thus be attributed primarily to mobile emissions rather than 
point source emissions. Although it is not possible to provide quantitative information 
about future Covered Activities specific emissions, the primary potential source of 
long-term greenhouse gas emissions would be related to the covered Operation and 
Maintenance Activities within the permit area, principally maintenance vehicles.  To 
help place the magnitude of potential O&M emissions in perspective, 25,000 metric 
tons would equate to approximately 12.3 million diesel truck miles per year (10.15 
kilograms CO2/gallon diesel fuel / 0.2 gallon/mile for diesel trucks / 25,000 metric 
tons/year reference x 1,000 kilogram/ton = 12,315,271 miles/year).  The actual 
historic vehicle miles per year associated with proposed Covered O&M Activities 
(approximately one million miles per year for all Water Authority vehicles) is less than 
10 percent of the reference point, or about 2,000 metric tons per year. These 
sources of potential air pollution would occur under all of the proposed alternatives, 
even the No Action/No Permit Alternative.  Potential air quality/climate change 
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impacts by Covered Activities would be determined and mitigation provided through 
subsequent environmental review and approvals, when required. 

• Section 8.1 Significant Environmental Effects Which Cannot be Avoided if the 
Project is Implemented, second paragraph was changed as follows: 

As evaluated in Section 4.0 of this draft EIR/EIS, there would be no significant 
unavoidable (i.e., unmitigatable) impacts that would result from the proposed action 
or any of the alternatives. All potentially significant impacts resulting from project 
implementation would either be avoided or can be reduced to below a level of 
significance or adversity with the mitigation measures identified in the Plan and in the 
MMRP (which will be prepared for the Final EIR/EIS). 

• Section 11.0 List of Preparers, Wildlife Agencies Review names added as follows: 
 

Doreen Stadtlander, Division Chief, Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office 
Eric Porter, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office 

Tables 

• Table 2-3 (Alternative 2: Covered Species) and Table 2-7 (Alternative 4: 
Covered Species) have been corrected as follows: Information about the known 
occurrence of four plant species proposed for coverage has been corrected. The 
following species were incorrectly listed as known to occur (K) or with the potential to 
occur (P) within the Preserve Area (HMAs): 

• San Diego ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it has the potential to occur on Myers MMA. 

• Encinitas baccharis (Baccharris vanessae) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it is only known to occur on Elfin Forest MMA. 

• Thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it has the potential to occur on Myers MMA. 

• Orcutt’s brodiaea (Brodiaea orcuttii) is not known to occur (N) on the Preserve 
Area; it has the potential to occur on Elfin Forest MMA. 

 
• Tables 4-1 (Status of Species Considered within the Survey Area and PIZ), 4-2 

(Impacts and Mitigation Assessment of Species in Alternative 1: No Action/No 
Permit Alternative), 4-4 (Impacts and Mitigation Assessment of Species in 
Alternative 3: Full Species List Alternative), and 4-5 (Impacts and Mitigation 
Assessment of Species in Alternative 4: Reduced Plan Area Alternative) were 
revised to include Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos). Golden eagle was analyzed in 
the NCCP/HCP as a non-covered species but inadvertently left off of these species 
lists. 
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o Table 4-5 (Impacts and Mitigation Assessment of Species in Alternative 
4: Reduced Plan Area Alternative) was replaced to include the correct table 
for species proposed under this alternative as listed in Table 2-7 (Alternative 
4: Covered Species).  

o Table 6-1 (Conservation Plans Within the Plan Area) has been revised to 
adequately reflect County of San Diego plan names and the status of 
planning efforts.  

Figures 

• Figure 3-1 (Vegetation Communities/Land Cover Types in the NCCP/HCP 
Plan Area) was mistakenly omitted. Figure 1-1 (Water Authority Service Area) 
was repeated in Section 3.0 as Figure 3-1. The correct Figure 3-1 representing 
vegetation communities and land cover types within the plan area has been 
inserted. Figure 3-1 was also revised with the correct spelling of “Communities” 
in the figure title.  

• Figure 1-2 (Location of Water Authority Preserve Area and MMAs) was 
corrected to remove the overlap of the Second Aqueduct label over the San Luis 
Rey River label. Additionally, the word “Site” was removed from the San Luis 
Rey River label on this figure for consistency with the name used in the 
document text.  

Appendix B to the EIR/EIS: Draft NCCP/HCP 
• Section 1.1.2.2 Capital Improvement Program (CIP), third paragraph was changed 

as follows: 

Certain projects within the CIP have existing approvals and/or permits under 
separate actions. These permits allow for impacts to one or more Covered Species.  
; for example, coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica) For 
example, project construction and operation and maintenance (O&M) activities 
affecting a specific Covered Species, such as the coastal California gnatcatcher 
(Polioptila californica californica), may be addressed under previous Biological 
Opinions (BOs).  Where tThe Wildlife Agencies have already issued incidental take 
authorizations for Covered Species addressed by are not able to issue coverage for 
the same Covered Species for projects that have already been permitted, no 
additional . Therefore, previously approved Covered Species authorizations for 
projects with existing permits and approvals are cannot be permitted under this 
required under this Plan. Project construction and operation and maintenance (O&M) 
for the specific Covered Species may be authorized under previous Biological 
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Opinions (BOs), and incidental take coverage for those Covered Species under this 
Plan would not apply. Existing BOs are described in detail in Section 1.1.4. 

• Section 1.1.2.2.1 Existing Projects, second paragraph was changed as follows: 

Existing Projects were permitted based on an agreed-upon site, design, project 
footprint, or alignment. If the Water Authority proposes project changes that could 
result in new or previously unidentified impacts, any additional impacts these projects 
would be offset reclassified consistent with this as Planned Projects Plan, as 
described below. In this case, the existing approvals would be subject to review. In 
addition, if Covered Species not observed during the original permit process are 
observed at an Existing Project site, the impacts to Covered Species will be 
addressed consistent with this Plan.  would be covered under this Plan. 

• Section 1.1.2.2.1 Existing Projects, third paragraph was changed as follows: 

Several of the Water Authority’s larger projects may involve regional entities, facilities 
operated by Member Water Agencies, and multiple jurisdictions with land use 
control. Due to updated projections for water demand or storage, as well as land use 
considerations, certain proposed alignments or projects may undergo changes that 
were not considered or covered under the existing approvals and permits. Where 
Existing Projects Coverage under this NCCP/HCP is necessary for Existing Projects 
which may propose alternative alignments or add project components that are not 
covered under existing permits, these changes and any measures to offset additional 
impacts will conform to the conservation strategy and avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation measures of this Plan. 

• Section 1.1.2.2.1 Existing Projects, fourth paragraph was changed as follows: 

Certain Existing Projects contain terms or conditions in their permits that relate to the 
type or timing of construction and O&M Activities (such as work outside the breeding 
season). These existing permits continue to apply. In the event that activities are not 
covered in existing permits, the Water Authority requires coverage under this Plan. In 
addition, certain types of O&M Activities for Existing Projects (such as mowing for the 
ESP under BO 1-6-97-F-13) have permit coverage; however, the Water Authority is 
seeking comprehensive coverage for its entire water conveyance, storage, and 
treatment system (including any associated energy generating components) under 
this Plan. As mentioned above, Existing Projects with proposed footprints or design 
considerations and timing that sufficiently deviate from existing alignments or 
capacity will are also proposed for coverage under this P comply with this Plan. 

• Section 1.1.4.1 Biological Opinion for the Capital Improvement Program; 
Covering the Coastal California Gnatcatcher, first paragraph, first sentence was 
changed as follows: 
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In 1993, a BO (1-6-93-F-28) was issued by USFWS to address impacts to the 
gnatcatcher resulting from CIP projects as part of a section 7 consultation between 
the Navy and USFWS (USFWS 1993). Of the 12 CIP projects covered by this BO, 
one is located  within the Water Authority rights-of-way on Marine Corps Air Station 
(MCAS) Miramar as part of a section 7 consultation between the Navy and USFWS 
(USFWS 1993). 

• Section 1.1.4.6 Habitat Management Areas (HMA), second paragraph, first 
sentence was revised as follows: 

Tijuana River Valley HMA and San Luis Rey River HMA are wetland creation 
projects currently in the design and planning phases with tentative construction start 
dates of September 20101 and September 20115, respectively. 

• Section 1.2.2 Plan Goals, fourth paragraph, last sentence was changed as follows: 

Although not anticipated, if there is a conflict between provisions of other 
conservation plans concerning implementation of a Covered Activity or effects on 
Covered Species, the Wildlife Agencies will coordinate with the affected permittees 
of each plan to determine the appropriate regulatory course of action to maintain is 
Plan will prevail. compliance with each plan. 

• Section 1.3.2 Plan Coverage and Term, third paragraph, second sentence was 
changed as follows: 

Analysis conducted for the Plan determined that the appropriate process for potential 
take of Orcutt grass and vernal pool fairy shrimp these species would be through the 
Major Amendment process for the Riverside County portion of the Plan Area. 

• Section 1.5 Alternatives to this Subregional NCCP/HCP Plan, the following 
sentence was changed as follows: 

Two Three alternatives to this Plan were considered and are summarized with a brief 
discussion of benefits and drawbacks.  

• Section 2.1.4 Preserve Area and MMAs, first paragraph, last sentence changed as 
follows: 

The Plan covers incidental take of Covered Species that may occur during 
implementation of approved monitoring and management activities on the Preserve 
Area, with the exception of State (CDFG) and Federal (USFWS) Preserve Area 
Managers.  Where CDFG and USFWS Preserve Area Managers require incidental 
take authorizations for monitoring and management activities, such authorizations 
will be provided through applicable State and Federal regulatory mechanisms. 
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• Section 3.2.4 Joint Water Agencies NCCP/HCP, has been revised to accurately 
reflect the status of Otay Water District as a participant in the Joint Water Agencies 
(JWA) plan as follows: 

The JWA draft NCCP/HCP describes how the Padre Dam Municipal Water District, 
the Helix Water District, and the Sweetwater Authority, and the Otay Water District 
will manage their lands to conserve natural habitats and species while continuing to 
provide their mandated water services. The JWA plan addresses 5150 animal 
species and 28 plant species, for a total of 7978 species. The Subregional Plan will 
serve as an umbrella document for the Subarea Plans of these water districts and 
any water districts approved to participate in the future. Additionally, the Otay Water 
District has been approved by the JWA Partners to conduct a major amendment to 
the JWA NCCP/HCP once it has been approved and permitted.  Otay Water District 
is currently preparing a Planning Agreement that would allow it to amend into the 
JWA plan (H. Crowell, pers. comm. 2007).  The plan was initially analyzed as a 
potential subarea plan under the MSCP.  The Otay Water District established a 
preserve in the San Miguel area as a mitigation bank for project impacts. A series of 
public workshops were held in summer 2004, and input from independent scientists 
was completed in late 2006 (State of California 2006c).   

• Section 3.3 Coordination with Military Lands, second paragraph, second 
sentence was revised as follows: 

MCAS Miramar must implement its INRMP, which was recently last updated in 2006. 

• Section 5.0 Covered Activities, was reorganized as follows: 

o Section 5.3 Emergency Actions and Accidental Discharges and Spills, is 
now Section 5.5. 

o Section 5.4 Preserve Area Management, Monitoring and Adaptive 
Management, is now Section 5.3. 

o Section 5.5 Incidental Take, is now Section 5.4. 

• Section 5.0 Covered Activities, first paragraph, third sentence was changed as 
follows: 

This section discusses the types of Water Authority activities that are automatically 
authorized Covered Activities as a condition of law or wildlife agency policy (i.e., 
emergency actions) and those project types and maintenance and operational 
activities that are to be covered in by this Plan. 

• Section 5.0 Covered Activities, second paragraph third bullet was changed as 
follows: bullet was deleted 

3. Emergency actions, including remediation of accidental discharges and spills; and 
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• Section 5.0 Covered Activities, fifth paragraph was changed as follows: 

In addition, where this Plan will be the basis for modifications, amendments, 
clarifications, or other discretionary changes to an Existing Project’s individual permit 
are  when the required and the change to the permit affects is due to a project impact 
to a Covered Species, any measures to offset additional impacts to Covered Species 
will be consistent with this as well as ESA section 7 consultations associated with a 
Covered Activity Plan. 

• Section 5.1.1.3 Long-Term Replacement/Relining of Pre-stressed Concrete 
Cylinder Pipes (PCCP), third paragraph, last sentence was changed as follows: 

If construction activity continues into the gnatcatcher’s breeding season resulting in 
additional indirect impacts to the species, any conservation measures aimed at 
minimizing or mitigating the new impacts will be consistent with this Plan., IA and 
resulting Permit will provide the incidental take authorization, not the previously 
issues biological opinion. 

• Section 5.2.8 Access Road Maintenance and Repair, first paragraph, second 
sentence was revised as follows: 

These access roads are typically 12-feet wide with an additional four feet of mow 
strips on each side and must be maintained and repaired on an annual basis 

• Section 5.3 Preserve Area Management, Monitoring and Adaptive Management, 
first, second, and third paragraphs were changed as follows: 

This Plan establishes practices to manage the Preserve Area (Section 6.11). Unlike 
most other NCCP/HCP plans, this Plan does not authorize major public recreational 
uses, agriculture, general development, mineral extractions or other activities that 
could affect areas adjacent to or within its Preserve Area or other plans’ preserve 
lands.   

Covered Species protection and conservation are primary goals of the Preserve 
Area, and all management activities, including monitoring, maintenance, and 
adaptive management activities, will comply with state and federal endangered 
species regulations as well as this Plan. The contributions of the Preserve Area to 
the regional conservation of Covered Species are discussed in detail in Section 6.8.  
With the exception of the San Miguel HMA, which is managed as a National Wildlife 
Refuge and in accordance with the conservation banking agreement for this area, 
Preserve Area management plans will identify and provide detailed descriptions of 
the land management activities, restrictions and practices that will be undertaken to 
maintain or enhance Covered Species habitat. Individual Preserve Area 
Management Plans (PAMP) are subject to Wildlife Agencies review and approval 
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(Section 6.11). The following management activities would be implemented as site 
specific measures, where applicable, with the intent to result in a net benefit to 
Covered Species in the Preserve Areas: active and passive habitat restoration, 
stream stabilization measures, fire management practices, compatible public 
uses/outreach, fencing, signage, removal of trash and debris, light and noise, feral 
and domestic animal control, cowbird trapping, invasive exotic species control, and 
guidelines for species introduction and reintroduction.  

The San Miguel HMA is a FWS-approved bank and the purchase price for credits at 
the bank includes a per-acre fee provided to an endowment dedicated to funding 
monitoring and management activities for species and habitats within the bank.  With 
the purchase of credits, the Water Authority is entitled to rely on the monitoring and 
management assurances provided in banking agreement. 

• Section 5.4 Incidental Take, second paragraph, third sentence was removed: 

Due to the nature of Emergency Actions (authorized activities under this Plan), their 
habitat acreage impacts cannot be individually estimated, but for the purpose of 
impact assessment in this Plan, Emergency Activities are assumed to be a subset of 
the O&M Activities impact estimate. 

• Section 5.4 Incidental Take, fifth paragraph was changed as follows: 

Take of the Covered Species typically quantified in terms of acres of actual or 
potential habitat impacted by Covered Activities, is described below. To ensure that 
incidental take was not underestimated, any displacement of Covered Species was 
treated as harm assment and thus considered as take. It was assumed that no direct 
take of nesting birds, active nests, eggs, or young would occur be allowed, except 
during urgent repairs and in association with the infrequent drawdown and refilling of 
reservoirs. Plan measures to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and monitor incidental take 
are presented in Section 6.0. 

• Section 5.4.3 Emergency Response Actions and Discharges and Accidental 
Spill Impacts, was removed. 

• Section 6.4.3.4 Draindowns and Drawdowns, the following was added to the last 
sentence of #2: 

Vegetation that is occupied by active, nesting birds will not be removed or inundated 
by the artificial filling of the reservoir during the nesting season, except as described 
in Section 5.2.7 of the Plan. 

• Section 6.8.1.2 San Miguel HMA, first paragraph and fourth paragraph were 
changed as follows: 
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The 1,186-acre San Miguel HMA is an existing conservation bank that is part of the 
larger 1,852-acre San Miguel Ranch conserved land, located in Chula Vista near 
Mother Miguel and San Miguel Mountains. The HMA conservation bank is part of the 
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge Complex (Refuge) and is managed in 
accordance with the management plan prepared for the property by the USFWS 
conservation banking agreement (see Appendix J).  Credit use has been 
pre-determined by banking agreements established for the property in 1999, and 
assumed by the Water Authority (see Appendix J).  Of the 1,186 credits at the San 
Miguel HMA, 600.94 credits currently are available for sale to private parties and 
public agencies with the concurrence of the Wildlife Agencies, or are reserved for 
Covered Activities as described by this Plan. The Water Authority initially acquired 
820.85 credits of the San Miguel HMA in 2003 in anticipation of mitigation 
requirements under this Plan. The purchase price for credits at the bank includes a 
per-acre fee provided to an endowment dedicated to funding monitoring and 
management activities for species and habitats within the bank.  With the purchase 
of credits, the Water Authority is entitled to rely on the monitoring and management 
assurances provided in the banking agreement.   

The entire San Miguel HMA was burned in the October 2007 Harris Fire. An 
increased amount of non-native weedy species has appeared after the fire and 
Refuge staff will observe changes in the post-fire condition as part of their Refuge-
wide monitoring. 

• Section 6.11 Preserve Management and Adjacency Guidelines, second 
paragraph was changed as follows: 

Because the Water Authority has written agreements that transferred (and funded, if 
part of the transfer agreement) management and monitoring of these lands to other 
entities, those activities will be implemented by the Wildlife Agencies and other 
entities as the land managers.  This Plan expects that the land managers will 
prepare a PAMP (with an adaptive management component) consistent with the 
requirements of this Plan, if a PAMP has not already been prepared, within two years 
of permit issuance (for existing Preserve Area properties, unless otherwise noted in 
Section 6.7), or within two years of acquisition and approval of new Preserve Areas 
or approvals of new habitat mitigation sites (e.g., wetland HMA/mitigation banks). 
PAMPs will be updated, if necessary, every five years. The USFWS will ensure 
compliance with section 7 of the ESA when it prepares or revises a PAMP. For the 
San Miguel HMA, the management plan will be prepared in accordance with the 
conservation banking agreement (see Appendix J). 

• Section 6.12 Plan Monitoring and Adaptive Management, the following was 
added to the end of the 1st paragraph: 
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For the San Miguel HMA, which is managed as a National Wildlife Refuge and in 
accordance with the conservation banking agreement for this area, the purchase 
price for credits at the bank includes a per-acre fee provided to an endowment 
dedicated to funding monitoring and management activities for species and habitats 
within the bank.  With the purchase of credits, the Water Authority is entitled to rely 
on the monitoring and management assurances provided in the banking agreement. 

• Section 7.2.2.2 Habitat Management Endowments, San Miguel HMA, first 
paragraph was changed as follows: 

The Water Authority is expected to make made its endowment payment for CSP by 
in November 2009, at which time bringing the management fund account will be to 
approximately 49 percent funded. As credits are used/sold in the future to 
compensate for impacts by Covered Activities, the Water Authority will provide the 
credit fee to the management account pursuant to the conservation bank document.  
Complete funding will be assured when all the credits are used or sold. As specified 
in the conservation banking agreement, The  the USFWS is preparing a long-term 
management plan for the property, consistent with the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Administration Act of 1966, Refuge Recreation Act of 1962, and Executive 
Order 12996. That plan is expected to be completed by December 2010. As part of 
the management plan preparation, the USFWS and Water Authority (in consultation 
and concurrence with the CDFG) will determine if an augmentation to the property’s 
existing management funds by the Water Authority is needed to meet the Plan’s 
commitments that exceed current management commitments pursuant to the 
conservation banking agreement. 

Tables 

• Table S-1 (Summary of Potential Environmental Effects of Each Alternative) 
has been revised for effects on sensitive species under Alternative 1 as follows:  

Significant Impact BIO-1 would be less than significant after mitigation remain 
significant and unmitigated for non-listed species. 

• Table 3-1 (Conservation Plans Within the Plan Area) has been revised to accurately 
reflect County of San Diego plan names and the status of planning efforts. 

• Table 6-2 has been corrected as follows: Information about the known occurrence of 
four plant species proposed for coverage has been corrected. The following species 
were incorrectly listed as known to occur (K) or with the potential to occur (P) within 
the Preserve Area (HMAs): 

• San Diego ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it has the potential to occur on Myers MMA. 
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• Encinitas baccharis (Baccharris vanessae) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it is only known to occur on Elfin Forest MMA. 

• Thread-leaved brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia) is not known to occur (N) on the 
Preserve Area; it has the potential to occur on Myers MMA. 

• Orcutt’s brodiaea (Brodiaea orcuttii) is not known to occur (N) on the Preserve 
Area; it has the potential to occur on Elfin Forest MMA. 

Figures 

• Figures 1-3, 4-3, and 6-1 were corrected as follows: the word “Site” was removed 
from the San Luis Rey River label on for consistency with the document text.  

• Figure 4-1 was revised with the correct spelling of “Communities” in the figure title.  

• Figure 3-1 has been revised to include the JWA Plan boundaries with the planning 
area for Otay Water District. The legend of Figure 3-1 has also been revised for 
accuracy in referencing the regional HCP/NCCP efforts as follows:  

• MSCP South County Subarea Plan 
• Draft MSCP North County Plan 
• Draft MSCP East County Plan 
• Multiple Habitat Conservation Program (MHCP) 
• Western Riverside County MSHCP 

 

Appendices 

• Appendix A (Implementing Agreement), Section 2.5, the following revisions were 
made: 

The Water Authority is seeking an incidental take permit and an NCCP authorization 
from USFWS and CDFG, respectively, (incidental take permit and NCCP 
authorization are collectively referred to as “Permits”) covering sixty-fourthree (634) 
special-status species. TwoThree additional species, Orcutt’s grass (Orcuttia 
californica), Munz’s onion (Allium munzii), and vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta 
lynchi), could potentially have all their impacts occur within the NCCP/HCP’s Major 
Amendment Area in Riverside County.  Take Authorization for these twothree 
species will require a Major Amendment to the NCCP/HCP and Permits. 

• Appendix B (Conservation Agreements), Sections 7.2.3 (measures nos. 4 and 
5), 7.3.3 (measure no. 2), 7.5.3 (measure no. 2), 7.6.3 (measure no. 3), 7.7.3 
(measure no. 3), 7.8.3 (measure no. 2), 7.9.3 (measure no. 2), 7.10.3 (measure 
no. 2), 7.11.3 (measure no. 2), 7.12.3 (measure no. 2) and 7.13.3 (measure no. 
3), were modified to clarify the minimization options: 

Minimize impacts through timing of work in suitable California gnatcatcher habitat to 
avoid the nesting season for upland avian species whenever possible, and/or ensure 
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that habitat is removed prior to the initiation of the breeding season. If construction 
activities must commence occur during the upland avian breeding season, minimize 
impacts through conducting nest surveys within 300 feet of all proposed activities 
(see Section 2.3 for the Avian Breeding Season Policy). If active nests are 
encountered, no Covered Activities shall be implemented within a minimum distance 
of 100 feet of the nest. A greater setback (up to 300 feet) may be required, as 
determined by the Environmental Surveyor, based on the site specific 
considerations, phase of the nesting cycle, and species or other biological 
considerations (see Section 2.4, Buffers).   

• Appendix J (Conservation Bank Agreements), duplicate and out-of-order pages 
were corrected. 

• Figure K-2 (San Miguel HMA) was revised to show the boundaries of the 1,186-
acre San Miguel HMA parcel within the larger 1,852-acre San Miguel Ranch 
conservation area.   
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Global Edits 

Specific, repetitive changes or global edits were made based on USFWS and Water 
Authority review. These changes/corrections were made wherever necessary within the 
document to maintain consistency. These edits were as follows: 

• Based on meetings with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service after the conclusion of the 
public review period, the Water Authority has removed one species – Munz’s Onion 
(Allium munzii) – from the Covered Species list. Further analysis determined that the 
appropriate process for potential take of Munz’s onion would be through the Major 
Amendment process for the Riverside County portion of the Plan Area. Similar to 
Orcutt grass and vernal pool fairy shrimp, Munz’s onion is considered a Major 
Amendment Species because it is only known to occur in the Plan’s Major 
Amendment Area in Riverside County. Therefore, the total Covered Species for the 
Proposed Action now involves 63 species (26 plant species and 37 wildlife species). 
All references in the EIR/EIS and NCCP/HCP (included as Appendix B to the 
EIR/EIS) have been changed to reflect the change from 64 total species to 63 total 
species and 27 plants (20 of which are listed) to 26 plants (19 of which are listed).  

• Munz’s onion has been removed from all Covered Species lists within tables. Where 
lists include all covered and non covered species, Munz’s onion has been identified 
as a Major Amendment Species (╪). 

• For Alternative 3 (Full Species List Alternative), the number of additional species 
covered would change from 64 plus 25 additional species to 63 plus 26 additional 
species. 

• For Alternative 4 (Reduced Species List Alternative), the number of species that 
would be covered is actually 39 (not 41) as Orcutt grass and vernal pool fairy shrimp 
were also removed as Covered Species under this alternative.  

• Changed North County MSCP and East County MSCP to MSCP North County and 
MSCP East County, respectively. 

• Changed the start date of the Tijuana River Valley HMA from September 2010 to 
September 2011. 

• Changed the start date of the San Luis Rey River HMA from September 2011 to 
September 2015. 



 

66 

Minor Edits 
Minor edits, such as typographic errors, page numbering, formatting, etc., were made to 
the Draft EIR/EIS. These edits are not identified specifically within the errata sheet. 
Minor edits did not change the analysis or information provided within the document. 
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SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Jim  Bartel 6010 Hidden Valley Road Carlsbad, CA 92009
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Karen Goebel 6010 Hidden Valley Road Carlsbad, CA 92009
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Los Angeles Dist. Mark 

Durham, South Coast 
Section Chief 915 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 98 Los Angeles, CA 90017

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
San Diego Field Office Therese

 O'Rourke, Field Office 
Supervisor 6010 Hidden Valley Road, SCarlsbad, CA 92009

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
San Diego Field Office Peggy  Bartels 6010 Hidden Valley Road, SCarlsbad, CA 92009
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Regional Office, Sacramento 2800 Cottage Way Sacramento. CA 95825
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region IX, Water 
Division Elizabeth

 Goldmann, 
Environmental Scientist 75 Hawthorne Street San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region IX, Water 
Division David Schmidt 75 Hawthorne Street San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region IX, Communities 
and Ecosystem Division Summer Allen 75 Hawthorne Street San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Washington D.C. Public Affairs Office

Ariel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N.W., MC 1702A Washington, D.C 20460

National Marine Fisheries Service
Attn: Regional 
Administrator

501 West Ocean 
Boulevard Long Beach, CA 90802-4213

California Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Habitat Conservation Planning 
Branch Brenda S.

Johnson, Manager, 
Conservation Planning 
Program

1416 Ninth Street, 12th 
Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Dept. of Fish & Game

Ed Pert, Regional 
Manager, South Coast 
Region 4949 Viewridge Avenue San Diego, CA 92123

California Dept. of Fish & Game David
 Mayer, South Coast 
Region NCCP Supervisor 4949 Viewridge Avenue San Diego, CA 92123

California Dept. of Fish & Game Curt 
Taucher, Regional 
Manager, Region 6 4665 Lampson Avenue, Su Los Alamitos, CA 90720

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

California Dept. of Fish & Game Leslie
McNair, Staff 
Environmental Scientist  3602 Inland Empire Boulev Ontario, CA 91764

Regional Water Quality Control Chiara ATTN: Clemente 9174 Sky Park Court, San Diego, CA 92123
California Coastal Commission ATTN: Deputy Director 7575 Metropolitan Dr., SuiteSan Diego, CA 92108-4402
California Department of 
Transportation, District 11 
Development Review Branch

Jacob Armstrong, Acting Branch 
Chief

4050 Taylor Street, MS 
242

San Diego, CA 92110

California Department of 
Transportation, District 11 

Susanne Glasgow, Deputy District 
Director, Environmental

4050 Taylor Street, MS 
242

San Diego, CA 92110

Governor's Office of Planning & 
Research Scott

 Morgan, Senior Planner 
State Clearinghouse) 1400 Tenth Street, Suite 22Sacramento, CA 95814

Carlsbad Municipal Water District Mark Stone, General Manager 5950 El Camino Real Carlsbad, CA 92008

City of Del Mar, Water Utility Dept.David 
Scherer, Public Works 
Director 1050 Camino Del Mar Del Mar, CA 92014

City of Escondido, Water Utility DeMary Ann Mann, Utilities Manager 201 North Broadway Escondido, CA 92025
City of National City, Engineering DMaryam Babaki, City Engineer 1243 National City Blvd. National City, CA 91950

City of Oceanside, Water Utilities DLonnie
Thibodeaux,  Water 
Utilities Director 300 North Coast Highway Oceanside, CA 92054-2886

City of Poway, Public Works Dept. Kevin
Haupt, Director of Public 
Works P.O. Box 789 Poway, CA 92074

City of San Diego, Public Utilities Dept.
James Barrett,  Director of 
Public Utilities 9192 Topaz Way San Diego, CA 92123

Fallbrook Public Utility District Keith
Lewinger, General 
Manager P.O. Box 2290 Fallbrook, CA 92088

Helix Water District Mark Weston, General Manager 7811 University Avenue La Mesa, CA 91941-4927
Lakeside Water District Robert D. Cook,  General Manager 10375 Vine Street Lakeside, CA 92040

Olivenhain Municipal Water DistricKimberly A.
Thorner, General 
Manager 1966 Olivenhain Road Encinitas, CA 92024

Otay Water District Mark Watton, General Manager 2554 Sweetwater Springs BSpring Valley, CA 91978-7299

Padre Dam Municipal Water DistricDoug Wilson, General Manager P.O. Box 719003 Santee, CA 92072-9003

Pendleton Military Reservation Ron Couchot, Water Programs Public Works Dept. MCB Camp Pendlet 92055

Rainbow Municipal Water District Dave 
Seymour, General 
Manager 3707 Old Hwy 395 Fallbrook, CA 92028

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

Ramona Municipal Water District Ralph
McIntosh, General 
Manager 105 Earlham Street Ramona, CA 92065-1599

Rancho California Water District 42135 Winchester Road Temecula, CA 92590
Rincon del Diablo Municipal WaterMitchell Dion, General Manager 1920 N. Iris Lane Escondido, CA 92026-1318
San Dieguito Water District Larry Watt, General Manager 160 Calle Magdalena Encinitas, CA 92024

Santa Fe Irrigation District Michael Bardin, General Manager P.O. Box 409 Rancho Santa Fe, C92067

South Bay Irrigation District Mark Rogers, General Manager P.O. Box 2328 Chula Vista, CA 91912

Vallecitos Water District William Rucker, General Manager 201 Vallecitos de Oro San Marcos, CA 92069-1453
Valley Center Municipal Water Dis Gary Arant, General Manager P.O. Box 67 Valley Center, CA 92082
Vista Irrigation District Ray Coox, General Manager 1391 Engineer St. Vista, CA 92081-8836

Yuima Municipal Water District Linden Burzell, General Manager P.O. Box 177 Pauma Valley, CA 92061
County of San Diego Pam Slater-Price, Supervisor 1600 Pacific Highway, Rm San Diego, CA 92101

Metropolitan Water District of So CJennifer 
Harriger, Env. Planning 
Team 700 N. Alemeda Los Angeles, CA 90012

Sweetwater Authority Mark Rogers, General Manager P.O. Box 2328 Chula Vista, CA 91912

San Diego Association of Governments
Rob Rundle, Senior 
Regional Planner 401 B Street, Suite 800 San Diego, CA 92101-4231

City of Carlsbad ATTN: Planning Director 1200 Carlsbad Village DriveCarlsbad, CA 92008
City of Chula Vista, Development SPlanning Divis ATTN: Planning Director 276 Fourth Avenue Chula Vista, CA 91910
City of Coronado, Planning Comm Scott Grimes, Chairperson 1825 Strand Way Coronado, CA 92118
City of Del Mar, Planning and Community DeveloATTN: Planning Director 1050 Camino Del Mar Del Mar, CA 92014

City of El Cajon Melissa
Ayres, Director of 
Community Development Civic Center Way El Cajon, CA 92020

City of Encinitas Patrick
Murphy,  Planning and 
Building Director 505 S. Vulcan Avenue Encinitas, CA 92024

City of Escondido Barbara
Redlitz, AICP, Assistant 
Planning Director 201 North Broadway Escondido, CA 92025

City of Imperial Beach, Community Development ATTN: Planning Director 825 Imperial Beach Blvd. Imperial Beach, CA 91932

City of La Mesa Bill

Chopyk, Director of 
Development and 
Planning 8130 Allison Avenue La Mesa, CA 91941

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

City of Lemon Grove Carol B. 
Dick, Director of 
Community Development 3232 Main Street Lemon Grove, CA 91945

City of National City Roger
Post, Planning & Building 
Director 1243 National City Blvd. National City, CA 91950

City of Oceanside, Economic & CoJane McVey, Director 300 North Coast Highway Oceanside, CA 92054
City of Poway, Development Servi Jim Lyon, Sr. Planner P.O. Box 789 Poway, CA 92074

City of San Diego, Planning Dept. Mary
 Wright, Deputy Director 
Planning Division 202 C Street, MS 5A San Diego, CA 92101

City of San Diego, Planning Dept. Jeanne 
Krosh, Senior Planner 
(MSCP) 202 C Street, MS 5A San Diego, CA 92101

City of San Diego, Development S Patricia 
Grabski, Development 
Project Manager 1222 First Avenue, MS 302San Diego, CA 92101

City of San Diego Water DepartmeCathy  Pieroni 600 B Street, MS-906 San Diego, CA 92101
City of San Diego Water DepartmeNicole  McGinnis 600 B Street, MS-906 San Diego, CA 92101
City of San Marcos, Development Services, PlannATTN: Planning Director 1 Civic Center Drive San Marcos, CA 92069
City of Santee, Development ServiMelanie Kush, City Planner 10601 Magnolia, Bldg. #4 Santee, CA 92071

City of Solana Beach, Community Tina
Christiansen, Director of 
Community Development 635 S. Highway 101 Solana Beach, CA 92075

City of Vista, Community DevelopmPatsy Chow, City Planner P.O. Box 1988 Vista, CA 92085
County of San Diego Department 
of Planning and Land Use

Eric Gibson, Director 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B San Diego, CA 92123

County of San Diego Department 
of Planning and Land Use

Gary Pryor 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B San Diego, CA 92123

County of San Diego Department 
of Planning and Land Use

Jennifer Campos 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B San Diego, CA 92123

County of San Diego, Dept. of PlanThomas  Oberbauer 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B San Diego, CA 92123

County of San Diego, Dept. of PlanJeremy  Buegge 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B San Diego, CA 92123
County of San Diego, Dept. of 
Parks & Recreation

Brian Albright, Director of 
Parks and Recreation 9150 Chesapeake Drive, S San Diego, CA 92123

County of San Diego, Dept. of 
Parks & Recreation Trish Boaz, Resource Chief 9150 Chesapeake Drive, S San Diego, CA 92123
San Diego County APCD Attn: Director 10124 Old Grove Road 921San Diego, CA 92131
County of Riverside ATTN: Planning Director PO Box 1409 Riverside, CA 92502-1409

City of Temecula ATTN: Planning Director
43200 Business Park 
Drive Temecula, CA 92590

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

Western Riverside Co. Regional 
Conservation Authority ATTN: Executive Director 3403 10th St, Suite 320 Riverside, CA 92501

Western Municipal Water District ATTN: General Manager 450 E. Alessandro Blvd Riverside, CA 92508
Eastern Water District ATTN: General Manager P.O. Box 8300 Perris, CA 92572-8300
Native American Heritage 
Commission

Dave Singleton, Program 
Analyst

915 Capitol Mall, Room 364Sacramento, CA 95814

Kumeyaay Cultural Repatriation Committee Chairman 1095 Barona Road Lakeside, CA 92040
Barona Band of Mission Indians Chairman 1095 Barona Rd. Lakeside CA 92040
Campo Band of Kumeyaay Indians Chairman 36190 Church Rd. Suite 1 Campo, CA 91906
Ewiiaapaayp Band of Kumeyaay Indians Chairman 4054 Willows Rd. Alpine, CA 91901
Inaja-Cosmit Band of Indians of Mission Indians Chairman 2005 S Escondido Blvd Escondido, CA 92025-8207

Jamul Indian Village Chairman P.O. Box 612 Jamul, CA 91935
La Jolla Band of Luiseño Indians Chairman 22000 Highway 76 Pauma Valley, CA 92061

La Posta Band of Mission Indians Chairman P.O. Box 1120 Boulevard, CA 91905

Los Coyotes Band of Mission Indians Chairman P.O. Box 189 Warner Springs, CA92086

Manzanita Band of the Kumeyaay Nation Chairman P.O. Box 1302 Boulevard, CA 91905

Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians Chairman P.O. Box 270 Santa Ysabel, CA 92070
Pala Band of Cupeño Indians Chairman 35008 Pala Temecula Rd. PPala, CA 92059

Pauma Band of Mission Indians Chairman P.O. Box 369  Pauma Valley, CA 92061

Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians Chairman PO Box 1477 Temecula, CA 92593

Rincon Band of Luiseño Indian Chairman P.O. Box 68 Valley Center, CA 92082
San Luis Rey Band of Luiseño Indians Chairman 1889 Sunset Drive Vista, CA 92081

San Pasqual Band of Indians Chairman P.O. Box 365 Valley Center, CA 92082

Santa Ysabel Band of Diegueño Indians Chairman P.O. Box 130 Santa Ysabel, CA 92070
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation Chairman 5459 Dehesa Rd. El Cajon, CA 92021

Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians Chairman P.O. Box 908 Alpine, CA 91903-0908
David Younkman PO Box 60098 San Diego, CA 92166

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



SDCWA NCCP/HCP Draft EIR/EIS Mailing List

Agency First Name Last Name Street City, State Zip

California Native Plant Society
c/o San Diego Natural 
History Museum P.O. Box 121390 San Diego, CA 92112-1390

Center for Biological Diversity PMB 447, 8033 Sunset BlvdLos Angeles, CA 90046-2401
Center for Biological Diversity David ATTN:  Hogan P.O. Box 7745 San Diego, CA 92167
Endangered Habitats League Michael  Beck 560 La Cresta Blvd. Crest, CA 92021

San Diego Audubon Society Jim 
Peugh, Chair of 
Conservation

4010 Morena Blvd, Suite 
#100 San Diego, CA 92117

San Diego Archeological Society James
 Royle, Jr., Env. Review 
Committee P.O. Box 81106 San Diego, CA 92138

San Diego Gas and Electric
Shannon 
Turek 8315 Century Park Ct. San Diego, CA 92123-1548

San Diego Natural History Museum P.O. Box 121390 San Diego, CA 92112-1390

Sierra Club of San Diego Env. Review Committee
8304 Clairemont Mesa 
Blvd San Diego, CA 92111-1315

Michael W. Klein P.O. Box 4326 San Diego, CA 92164-4326

San Diego Public Library Gary
 Klockenga, Govt. 
Publications Librarian 820 E Street San Diego, CA 92101-6478

Carlsbad Public Library Library Director 1775 Dove Lane Carlsbad, CA 92009-4048
Chula Vista Public Library Library Director 365 F Street Chula Vista, CA 91910-2697
Escondido Public Library Library Director 239 S. Kalmia Street Escondido, CA 92025-4224
Lakeside Public Library Library Director 9839 Vine Street Lakeside, CA 92040
Mission Valley Branch Library Library Director 2123 Fenton Parkway San Diego, CA 92108
Temecula Public Library Library Director 30600 Pauba Rd. Temecula, CA 92592

EIR-EIS Mailing List.xls 6 5/24/2010



Mail comments to:
San Diego County Water Authority
Attn: Bill Tippets

San Diego County Water Authority 4677 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE

NATURAL COMMUNITIES CONSERVATION PLAN
1HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT!
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 4, 2010 the San Diego County Water Authority (Water
Authority) issued a Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIRIEIS) for
the proposed Natural Communities Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) for public
review and comment. The Water Authority and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) are Co-Lead
Agencies for the preparation of the EIRJEIS to assess the environmental effects related to implementation
of the draft NCCP/HCP (Plan). The Water Authority’s Proposed Action is approval of the Plan and
execution of an associated implementing agreement. The Service’s Proposed Action is the execution of
the implementing agreement and issuance of an incidental take permit under section 10(a)(l)(B) of the
federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The EIR/EIS has been prepared in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines (CCR Title 14,
§l5082(a), 15103, and 15375); the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.)
and its implementing regulations (40 CFR, Section 1500 et seq.); the Service’s Procedures for
Implementing NEPA; and with other appropriate federal laws and regulations, policies, and procedures of
the Service for compliance with those regulations. As a Responsible Agency under CEQA, the California
Department of Fish and Game will execute the implementing agreement and issue a Natural Communities
Conservation Plan Act (NCCPA) Section 2835 permit. Documents available for public review and
comment are the EIR/EIS and the draft Plan with Appendices (Appendix B of the EIRIEIS), which
includes the draft Implementing Agreement (Appendix A of the Plan).

The purpose of an EIRJEIS is to provide decision makers, public agencies, and the general public with an
objective and informative document that facilitates a basic understanding of the Proposed Action and
fully discloses the environmental effects associated with implementing the Proposed Action and its
alternatives, including direct, indirect, short-term, long-term, and cumulative environmental effects. In
addition, the EIRJEIS identifies feasible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those effects, and
adverse impacts determined to be significant after mitigation, where applicable.

The Water Authority and Service have established a 90-day public review period, beginning on March 4,
2010, to solicit comments and input on the Draft EIR/EIS. All written comments on the adequacy of the
Draft EIR/EIS, including the draft Plan and Appendices, must be submitted to the contact listed below by
no later than June 3, 2010.

Bill Tippets, Principal Water Resources Specialist
San Diego County Water Authority -iL.EL) IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK
4677 Overland Avenue L [1 EL D MAR 032David Butler, I ctrder!Cowitv Clerk afl Dieqo C qnty on

________________________________________

San Diego, CA 92123-1233 AR 0
Facsimile: (858) 268-7881 MAR 03 2010 e ove

______________

E-mail: btippets@sdcwa.org ?eturned to agency on

________________

L sar



The issues evaluated in the Draft EIRJEIS and determined to result in a potentially significant impact or
significant adverse effect from one or more of the alternatives are biological resources and public services
and utilities. Issues that could result in cumulative adverse effects resulting from at least one of the
alternatives also include biological resources and public services and utilities.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Two (2) public hearings to receive comments on the Draft EIRIETS, including
the draft Plan and Appendices, will be held by the Water Authority. The locations and times for the
public hearings are as follows:

San Diego County Water Authority, 4677 Overland Avenue, San Diego, CA 92123; Open House at 6:30
p.m. and Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.; March 17, 2010.

Escondido City Hall — Mitchell Room, 201 North Broadway, Escondido, CA 92025; Open House at 6:30
p.m. and Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.; March 18, 2010.

The Draft EIRIEIS and Appendices are available for review and downloading from the Water Authority’s
Internet web page at the following address: http://www.sdcwa.org. Copies of the Draft EIRJEIS and all
documents referenced in the Draft EIRIEIS are available for public review by appointment at the Water
Authority office location listed above. Copies of the Draft EIRIEIS and Appendices are also available for
public review at the following locations:

San Diego Public Library Lakeside Public Library
820 E Street 9839 Vine Street
San Diego, CA 92101-6478 Lakeside, CA 92040

Carlsbad Public Library Mission Valley Branch Library
1775 Dove Lane 2123 Fenton Parkway
Carlsbad, CA 92009-4048 San Diego, CA 92108

Chula Vista Public Temecula Public Library
365 F Street 30600 Pauba Road
Chula Vista, CA 9 1910-2697 Temecula, CA 92592

Escondido Public Library
239 5. Kalmia Street
Escondido, CA 92025-4224

The Service prepared a separate notice of availability and will publish that notice in the Federal Register
pursuant to the Service’s guidelines for implementing NEPA. The Water Authority will post a copy of the
Service’s notice of availability on the Water Authority’s Internet web page (http://www.sdcwa.org) when it
becomes available.

For further information concerning this project or to schedule an appointment to view the documents,
including the public hearings listed above, please contact Bill Tippets at (858) 522-6784.

This notice is required to be filed with the County Clerk’s office for a period of not less than thirty (30) days.



San Dego County Water Authority

PITREIC NOTICE
OF THE AVAILAEILIW OF THE

NATURAL COMMUNITIES CONSERVATION PL4N
/HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT?
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
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A F F 11) AV IT OF P1, J B [.1 CATION

SAN DIEGO COUNTY WA’I’ER Au_mo
4677 OVERLAND AVENUE
SAN DIEG COUNTY WATER AUTH.
ATTN:SYBYL C. WIlSON FERRARI
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123

S’l’A’l F OF CALIFORNIA) ss.
County of San Diego)

The Undersigned, declares under penalty of perjury
under the laws of Ehe State of California: That she is a
resident of the County of San Diego. That she is and atall
times herein nTentioned was a citizen of the United States, over the age
of twenty-one years, and that she is not a party to, nor interested in the
above entitled matter: that she is Chief Clerk for the publisher of

The San Diego Union-Tribune

a newspaper of general circulation , printed and published daily in the
City of San Diego, County of San Diego. and which newspaper is
published for the dissemination of local news and intelligence of a
general character, and which newspaper at all the times herein
nTentioned had and still has a bona fide subscription list of paying
subscribers, aiTd which newspaper has been established, printed and
published at regular intervals in the said City of San Diego, County of
San Diego, for a period exceeding one year next preceding the date of
publication of the notice hereinafter referred to, and which newspaper is
not devoted to nor published for the interests, entertainment or
instruction of a particular class, profession, trade, calling, race, or
denomination, or any number of same that the notice of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in said newspaper in
accordance with the instructions of the person(s) requesting publication,
and not in an” supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

Mar 5, 2010

h116Jiô
f D/e’

Affidavit of Publication of

Legal Advertisement
Ad# 0010357017
ORDERED BY: S’i’ BYI I, WIt SON FERRARI



PROOF OF PUBLICATI
(2010 & 2011 C.C.P

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of San Diego

I am a citizen of the United States and 2

the County aforesaid: I am over the age
years and not a party to or interested in
entitled matter. I am the principal clerk o
of

North County Ti
Formerly known as the Blade-Citizen and
Advocate and which newspapers I
adjudicated newspapers of general circul
Superior Court of the County of San Die
California, for the City of Oceanside and
Escondido, Court Decree number 1713’
County of San Diego, that the notice o
annexed is a printed copy (set in type not
nonpariel), has been published in each
entire issue of said newspaper and
supplement thereof on the following dates,

March 05th 2010

I certify (or declare) under penalty of pej
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Escondido, California

This 05th day of March 2 0

(Ja(CCL
Jane Allshouse

NORTH COUNTY TIMES
Legal Advertising

Ô PUBLIC NOTICE Mail comments to:
San Diego County Water Authority OF TIlE AVAILABILItY San Diego County Water Aotharity

OF ThE NATURAL COMMUNES Am: Bill Tippets

CONSERVATION PLAN !HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN 4677 Overland Avenue

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT! San Diego, CA 92123

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 4,2010 the San Diego County WaterAuthorily aterAuthortty) iaoued a Craft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact
Stutement IEIR/ElSi tar the propaued Natural Communities Connoroation Plan/Habitat Censorvahan Plan NCCP/HCP) tnr public review and comment. The Water Authrdty
and U.S. Flab and Wildlite Service iSoroice) are Co-Load Agencies tor the preparation at the EIR’ElS to auaeno the eavirsnmertal oftectn roluted to implemeetation ot the
draft NCCPIHCP )Plur). The Water Authodty’a Proposed Aclion in approval ot the Plan and execution ot an araociolod implementing agreement. Tho Sorvicea Propnaed
Action ia the eaecotion at the implementng agreement and irauance ot an incidentrl taho permit under aectinn 1 0(0)11)10) nt the toderal Endangered Specten Act ot 1973.
no amended. The EIR/EIS hue treoo prepared in accordance with the Caiitomiu Envirrnmnntal Quality Act ICEQAI and State CEQA Cuidelinen (Cdt Trite 14, §9t50021a(,
15103, and 153751; the National Environmental Policy Act INEPA) 142 U.S.C. 4321 et ueq.) and ito imptementiog regulatons 140 CFU, Section 1500 et aeqj; the Service’a
Pracedurea tur Imptemenfing NEPA; and with other appropriate tederal Iowa and regulalionu, poticiea, and procedures ot the Soroice tor compliance with thaae regslsllann.
Ha a nenponsibie Agency under CEQA, the En/Hernia Department at Flub and game wilt eoecuto the implementing agreement and isaue a Natural Commundies Conaervatioa
Plan Act )NCCPA) Section 2u35 permit. Documenta available tar public review and cnmment are tire EIRIE1S and the draft Plan with Appendicon )Appendie Dot the EIR’ElS),
which iodudvs the draft Implementing Agreement )AppendioA at the Plan).

The parpeae at an EIR/ElS in to provide decioioo makem, public agonciea, and the general public with an ob)ective ned intormatioe document that tacilitaten a basic
enderatanding at the PeoponedAclion and Icily diuclooeo the eroirenmontat eftecta aaaociated with impiemenhng the PropooedAction and ita attematioeu, iocluding direct.
indimct, abort-term, lang-term, and cumutabee environmental eftecto. In addition, the EIR/ClS identitivo teasibie mitigaban meaaurea to reduce or etiminute thaae effects,
and udeorae impacta determined to he aigsiocort uter mitigator, where applicable.

TheWaterAsttmrity and Service heeeestabiisbed a 90-day pobtic reuionu period, heginniog on March 4, 2010,to oo’citcommenta und input on the Draft E1R/EtS.AH wrillea
commenta an the adequacy at the Draft CIRIEIS, including the draft Plan ard Appendices, moot be aubmilted to the contact listed helew by nu tutor then June 3,2010.

Hill lippeta, Principal Water fteaoorcea Spocialial
San Diego County Water Authority
4077 Overland Avenue
Sun Diego, CA 921 23-1 233
cacaimiie: 1858) 269-7601
C-moil: bftppota@odcuva.org

Following the clone at the public comment pedod, reaponoes to cemmeota receioed on the Draft EIRIEIS and the draft Plan and Appendicen will be prepared and, together
with the Draft ElftjElS, wilt constitute the Final EItVEIS. The Final EltVEtS will he c000idored and acted upon by the Water Authority’s Board at Directors at a nobced public
meebeg. The Service will tioaliee ito Record ot Decioion IROD) after the Water Authodty has certified the Heal Elft.

LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTION: The Plan Area coeem approvimately gn2,006 acrea in the uveolero third at Sun Diego Caonty and along three water pipeline ceeddora
in souztbweslem Rivemide County evtending north from the San Diego Couoty tine to Lake Skinoer and Diamond Valley Oeseraoir. The conoervotion measures, inclsding
uooidooce, mieimioation and mitigation mesauroo that ore incorporated into the ESA and NCCPA pormils booed in unoaciutiso with the approved Plan, will apply to Water
Authority covered activdiea cooducted within the Plan Ama.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED AETtON: The Plan ie a comproheesive program doaigned to tacilitate conaemstion and management ot Covered Speciea and hebitata
aaaeciated with Water Aothority actiodien and costribste to ongaisg regional connemslion eftorto. The Plan idontifiea the type ot activities propvaed ton cvooroge and
an assesament ot eepected impacta on Covered Species. The Plae nddrosoea potential impacta to aensiflee resaurcea and pmoides a hobdut-heaed unoesomeot ot take
aosvciated with the ongoing inatallatias, one, and maintenance ot ito nqeedoct and uaaacioted muter treatment, conoeyance, and storage oyatemn, and typicul eepansiee
to ttmue oyutems thraugheut the Plan Area.

The mpiadty ot the ucteibvs covered under the Plan would occur in en area ideotitied so the Probable Impact Zone IPIZ), which cenera the 64,600-acre mes around eoistisg
Water Aothodty intmotmctore and within asoocisted dghts-ot-way. Approvimately 373 ucrea ot Covered Spociva habitat are eatimotod to be pormaeenfly impacted no a
result ot the CoveredActivitiss identified within this Plan oovra 55-yeorperiod. Additional impactswill occorlo disturbed habitats, agricultural lords, or non-native vegeta
ten cemmuoitiea leg., eucalyptus woodlands) that would not require miligaVon puroosnt to this Plan.

Covered Specieo are tinted end non-hated species whaae conaee’oution sod management ure provided tor by the Plan and br which limited luke would he authorioed by the
Service nod the Calitornia Department ot Fish and Came )collecfively the Wildlile Agencies) pumonat to isoaed permila. To address potential impacte to sensitive opociea
and hetatata 0050cialed with evisbeg sod tuture hmtaliafios, one, maintenance, ovpsnsion, and repair at ito aqueduct and water storage, treatment, und delivery systema,
the Water Authority prapaaes to caner 64 species 127 plant opocios ond 37 wildlite opecieo), 19 ol which ore iderliVod as narrow endemic. The Plan inclsdea mitigation
meusvres designed to avoid and minimize potential impacts to biological resources and to provide appropriate miligaton to venom the canaoroaliov ot Covered Speciea
where impacts are osavaidable.A dedicated Preserve Area within San Diego County hoe been established in order to provide odeqoste coosemabun tar all Covered Acbvitioo
allowed under the Plan. Specitied arena within the Preaerve Area ore or will lunction so conoervabon bvnka to provide mitigabon credilu that the Water Authority can use to
ottset impacts at Covered Acbvities. The Plan n/Iowa the Waler Authority to obtain cmdds trom other conservstoe baeks or to ecquire ouitable hutatat lands within the Plan
Area it its conservation bunks do eat have the appropriate credita. The Water Authority’s lee-owned lands and esoemesta also play an important role in regional cennerentian
by providieg habitat connvnliuily in sreao where little noloral habitat remoino.

The Draft EIRICIS analyoes three ntlemslives in addition to the prapenod Plan described obuue. The other sltomabves indsdo a no-action )i.e., no Plan adoption/na permit)
sitemabee, a larger opecieo list alternative, aed a reduced Floe Area atematee.

The issuea evaluated in the Droll EIR’EIS and determined to rooult in a poteetatly sigoiocart impact or oigniflcant winerse effect trom one or mare ot the stervativee
ore biologicol reseerces and public aemices and olilities. isooea that could result in cumulative udveme eftocto resulting trom at tonal ooe ot the allomativou aba include
biological resources and public services ond utilities.

P6JBUE HEARINGS: Two (21 pobOc hearings to receive comments on the Craft EIRICIS, including the draft Plan nod Appoodicea, will he held by the Waler Authority.
The locatioes and limes ton the public hearings areas tallows:

Son Dingo County WaterAoltrorily, 4677 Oeedsnd Aoeoee. Soo Diego, CA 92123; Opoo tlnuov at 6:38 p.m. and Public Hearing at 7:OD p.m.; March17, 2610.

Escoedido City tall — Mitchell Room, 2D1 North Drssdwsy, Escondido, CA 02025; Upon loose at 6:30 p.m. and Pvbhic Hearing at 7:00 p.m.: March it, 2010.

The Draft DRiCIS and Appendices ore available tor reoisw and downloading Irom the Water Authoritys Intemet web page at the toltawing addr000: btta://meev.odcwo.ors.
Copies at the Draft EIRIEIS and oil docomeelo reteresced is the Draft CIRICIS are ovuiloble br poblic review by appointment at the Water Authority office locubon hated
above. Copies ot the Draft EIR1EIS and Appendices me sIns available tar public review at the tolbowing locations:

Sun Diego Public Library Carlobod Public Library Chute Vista Poblic
020 E Street 1775 Dove Lone 365 F Street

Sun Diego, CA 82101-6470 Csrisbsd, CA 92009-4040 Chub Vista, CA 91810-2697

Cocoodide Public Library
230S. Kolmis Street

Escondido, CA g2025-4224

Temecels Pobhic Library
30800 Psubo Rood

Temeculs, CA D2502

Lokeside Public Librory Minoion Valley Branch Library
0839 Vine Street 2123 Fenton Pnrkwsy

Lakooide, CA 92040 Son Diego, CA 02108

The Servicy prepared s separate notice at availability and will pobliah that notice in the Federal Rogiater pursuant to the Service’s guidelines tor implementing NEPA.
The Wster Authority wilt pests copy at tine Semicv’o eotice ot ovailobildy or the Waler Aothodly’s Internet web page )http://mwov.odcwo.orgl when it becomee available.

For torther istormalion concq.ming this pro)vct or to schedule an appointment to view the docomento, including the public hearings listed shave, plesae contact Dill lippeta
at (858)522-6764.

This nutce in required lobe bled with the County Cterh’u office tarn poood ot not leon than thirty 1301 dayo.
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2010 & 2011 CIC.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of San Diego

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of

_______________________________________

the County aforesaid: I am over the age of eighteen
years and not a party to or interested in the above- Proof of Publication of
entitled matter. I am the principal clerk of the printer

North County Times
Formerly known as the Blade-Citizen and The Times-
Advocate and which newspapers have been
adjudicated newspapers of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of San Diego, State of
California, for the City of Oceanside and the City of
Escondido, Court Decree number 171349, for the
County of San Diego, that the notice of which the
annexed is a printed copy (set in type not smaller than
nonpariel), has been published in each regular and
entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to-wit:

March 05th, 2010

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Escondido, California

This 05th day of March 201.9

Jane Allshouse
NORTH COUNTY TIMES

Legal Advertising



i Diego Couity Water Authority

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE

-

NATURAL COMMUNITIES CONSERVATION PLAN
[HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT!
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 4, 2010 the San Diego County Water Authority (Water
Authority) issued a Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIRJEIS) for
the proposed Natural Communities Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) for public
review and comment. The Water Authority and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) are Co-Lead
Agencies for the preparation of the EIRIEIS to assess the environmental effects related to implementation
of the draft NCCP/HCP (Plan). The Water Authority’s Proposed Action is approval of the Plan and
execution of an associated implementing agreement. The Service’s Proposed Action is the execution of
the implementing agreement and issuance of an incidental take permit under section 10(a)(1)(B) of the
federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The EIRJEIS has been prepared in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines (CCR Title 14,
§15082(a), 15103, and 15375); the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.)
and its implementing regulations (40 CFR, Section 1500 et seq.); the Service’s Procedures for
Implementing NEPA; and with other appropriate federal laws and regulations, policies, and procedures of
the Service for compliance with those regulations. As a Responsible Agency under CEQA, the California
Department of Fish and Game will execute the implementing agreement and issue a Natural Communities
Conservation Plan Act (NCCPA) Section 2835 permit. Documents available for public review and
comment are the EIRJEIS and the draft Plan with Appendices (Appendix B of the EIRIEIS), which
includes the draft Implementing Agreement (Appendix A of the Plan).

The purpose of an EIRIEIS is to provide decision makers, public agencies, and the general public with an
objective and informative document that facilitates a basic understanding of the Proposed Action and
fully discloses the environmental effects associated with implementing the Proposed Action and its
alternatives, including direct, indirect, short-term, long-term, and cumulative environmental effects. In
addition, the EIR/EIS identifies feasible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate those effects, and
adverse impacts determined to be significant after mitigation, where applicable.

The Water Authority and Service have established a 90-day public review period, beginning on March 4,
2010, to solicit comments and input on the Draft EIRIEIS. All written comments on the adequacy of the
Draft EIRJEIS, including the draft Plan and Appendices, must be submitted to the contact listed below by
no later than June 3, 2010.

Bill Tippets, Principal Water Resources Specialist
San Diego County Water Authority
4677 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123-1233
Facsimile: (858) 268-7881
E-mail: btippets@sdcwa.org

Mail comments to:
San Diego County Water Authority
Attn: Bill Tippets
4677 Overland Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123

—
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The issues evaluated in the Draft EIRIEIS and determined to result in a potentially significant impact or
significant adverse effect from one or more of the alternatives are biological resources and public services
and utilities. Issues that could result in cumulative adverse effects resulting from at least one of the
alternatives also include biological resources and public services and utilities.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: Two (2) public hearings to receive comments on the Draft EIRIEIS, including
the draft Plan and Appendices, will be held by the Water Authority. The locations and times for the
public hearings are as follows:

San Diego County Water Authority, 4677 Overland Avenue, San Diego, CA 92123; Open House at 6:30
p.m. and Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.; March 17, 2010.

Escondido City Hall — Mitchell Room, 201 North Broadway, Escondido, CA 92025; Open House at 6:30
p.m. and Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.; March 18, 2010.

The Draft EIRIEIS and Appendices are available for review and downloading from the Water Authority’s
Internet web page at the following address: http://www.sdcwa.org. Copies of the Draft EIR/EIS and all
documents referenced in the Draft EIR/EIS are available for public review by appointment at the Water
Authority office location listed above. Copies of the Draft EIRIEIS and Appendices are also available for
public review at the following locations:

San Diego Public Library Lakeside Public Library
820 E Street 9839 Vine Street
San Diego, CA 92101-6478 Lakeside, CA 92040

Carlsbad Public Library Mission Valley Branch Library
1775 Dove Lane 2123 Fenton Parkway
Carlsbad, CA 92009-4048 San Diego, CA 92108

Chula Vista Public Temecula Public Library
365 F Street 30600 Pauba Road
Chula Vista, CA 91910-2697 Temecula, CA 92592

Escondido Public Library
239 5. Kalmia Street
Escondido, CA 92025-4224

The Service prepared a separate notice of availability and will publish that notice in the Federal Register
pursuant to the Service’s guidelines for implementing NEPA. The Water Authority will post a copy of the
Service’s notice of availability on the Water Authority’s Internet web page (http://www.sdcwa.org) when it
becomes available.

For further information concerning this project or to schedule an appointment to view the documents,
including the public hearings listed above, please contact Bill Tippets at (858) 522-6784.

This notice is required to be filed with the County Clerk’s office for a period of not less than thirty (30) days.
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